
ST MICHAEL’S NEWSLETTER
Term 1 Number 8 - Friday, 19th March, 2021

Principal: Denise Hussey Parish Priest: Fr Nicholas Pearce
8 Brougham Street 456 Dryburgh Street
North Melbourne 3051 North Melbourne 3051
Tel:  03 9329 9206 Tel: 03 9328 2104
Email: principal@smnthmelbourne.catholic.edu.au

END OF TERM 1 - THURSDAY, 1ST APRIL, 3:30PM

BEGINNING OF TERM 2 - MONDAY, 19TH APRIL, 8:50AM

All students attending St Michael's Primary School have the right to feel safe. The care, safety and
wellbeing of children and young people is a fundamental responsibility of all within our school.

Respect��                       Responsibl� Learner                   Saf�



From the Principal……………….

How wonderful has the weather been this week! I just love the
cool mornings that turn into beautiful, warm, sunny days, perfect
Melbourne weather. I hope both you and your family have taken
any opportunity you have had to get out and soak up the good
weather while it lasts. It also looks like we are going to get some
great weather this weekend so get out and enjoy the parks and
gardens to do something special outside with your family while we still have the chance before
the cool weather sets in.

MUSIC IN THE AIR!

Our wonderful Visual Arts Specialist, Luisa has sourced a second hand piano to be placed into
our playground so that children have the opportunity to play it during their lunch break. The piano
was donated by Piano Recyclers, which has been expertly tuned and is ready to be played. Over
the next few weeks Luisa will work with the children who attend our Art Club to paint the piano to
make it truly ours. This is another way in which we provide children with varying options for play
at break times.
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From the Principal……………….

ENROLMENTS - PREP 2022

Yesterday we had a very successful Open Day with
many new families very keen to enrol their child into
a St Michael's Prep class for 2022. In 2022 we will
have 50 places available for Prep, so I encourage
families with children who will be ready for school in
2022 to fill in an enrolment form as soon as

possible, as we do not want any of you to miss out on a place for your child.

SCHOOL ADVISORY COUNCIL

We had our 2021 School Advisory Council General Meeting on Tuesday night and it was
wonderful to have Fr Nicholas and interested parents join both Steven and I for this meeting. I
commend the parents who take the time out of their very busy schedule to give back to their
child’s school community. This support from parents is very much appreciated by myself and all
the school staff. Nominations for the School Advisory Council were received and now will be
reviewed by Fr Nicholas and myself and appointments will be made before the end of this term.
The Council members will be announced to the community and will meet again in Term 2.

SUMMER SPORTS DAY

Today our Year 5/6 children participated in the District Sports Carnival playing either Tennis or
Soccer. This is the first time our school has had this opportunity and therefore is a very exciting
time for our children. Our PE teacher Sarah has worked extremely hard to lobby the other
schools in the District group to allow our school to participate and due to this we are now
involved. My heartfelt thanks go to Sarah for advocating for our children and giving them the
opportunity to participate in competitive sport within a supportive environment.
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From the Principal……………….

NEW BUILDING UPDATE

Last week I was excited, nervous and apprehensive when I attended the Tender Selection
Meeting along with our Architect and Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools (MACS)
representatives. The purpose of this meeting was to review the tender applications and select the
contractor who would build our new building. Unfortunately a builder was not selected as the
building cost estimates presented by each tender exceeded the amount we have been granted.
The next step in the process is for the Architect alongside the MACS personnel to liaise with the
tender applicants to reassess their costing and resubmit their application.
Our Architect is confident that this process should be completed in the next 2-3 weeks and a
builder will be appointed shortly. Although I am unable to give you accurate timelines for the
building program until this appointment is made the good news is that this building will happen
this year and hopefully be completed or close to completion ready for the 2022 school year.
As soon as I have more information regarding this process I will share it with you all.
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From the Principal……………….

STAFF CONFERENCE NEWS

ST MICHAEL’S STAFF PROFESSIONAL LEARNING AND SPIRITUALITY DAY

Last Tuesday, 9th March all staff engaged in a professional learning and spirituality day on the
topic of, ‘Deepening our understanding of the faiths within our school community’. The day was
facilitated by Religious Education and Spirituality Consultant, Ange Virgona.
As a staff we delved into Indigenous spirituality and built our awareness and understanding of a
number of faith denominations specific to our school context including Hinduism, Buddhism,
Islam and Sikhism and the celbrations and events that are held within these faith backgrounds.
We were able to make strong links and connections to the Catholic faith and build these new
understandings into our school and personal lives. The importance of prayer and our school
motto of, ‘I am known’ formed the throughline throughout the whole day. The staff now have the
opportunity to build these new understandings into our teaching and learning at St Michael’s and
more specifically into our Religious Education units of work as a way of valuing, being more
inclusive and celebrating the rich and diverse community we are lucky to have. In our RE units
and through prayer, teachers will be able to integrate new understandings of various faith
backgrounds by looking at similarities and differences between other faith backgrounds and the
Catholic faith as well as involving the children talking about what they celebrate or acknowledge
in their faith tradition or cultural background. The day concluded with a personal, prayerful and
reflective ‘labyrinth’ experience, as seen in a photo below. A labyrinth is a spiritual path often
used as a tool for prayer, reflection and meditation.
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From the Principal……………….

Some of the comments and feedback from the staff on this day include:
‘Great links between other faiths to the Catholic faith’

‘The importance of the I AM KNOWN motto was strongly
emphasised’

‘A day that really deepened my understandings’
‘Great links to the classroom’

‘Strong links were made to our school vision statement and school prayer’
‘So inclusive of all members of our school community - students, staff and families’

‘Really made me reflect on other faiths - made me feel so connected - can’t wait to share with my
students’

‘Focusing on different religions was most beneficial; to build the knowledge and further our
understanding about our students and our community’

‘Walking the labyrinth was a great way to reflect on my personal faith’

ST MICHAEL’S STAFF PROFESSIONAL LEARNING WELLBEING DAY
BERRY STREET  EDUCATION MODEL

Last Wednesday the staff at St Michael’s continued to deepen
our understanding and commitment to the Berry Street
Education Model (BSEM).

We acknowledge that children are always learning and just as
we teach literacy and numeracy skills, we must also ensure
we are supporting students to develop socially and
emotionally.

The focus of Day 2 was ‘Relationships’. Relationships at St
Michael’s are a huge priority and everyone came to the day
eager to engage in the learning.

At St Michael’s we pride ourselves at knowing each and
every student, not just by name but as a whole person. The
day took a deep dive into exploring theories and strategies on how we can build even stronger
relationships as a community to ensure the wellbeing of all.

We are so excited to bring our new learnings to life!
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The most simple thing I can do is to be good today but better tomorrow

Denise Hussey (Principal)
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Denise’s “I Spy” …….……….
Great Learners

Good Today, Better Tomorrow
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WELLBEING NEWS

This school has a membership with Parenting Ideas, one of Australia’s most trusted

sources of parenting education and support. As part of St Michael’s membership, all

parents in this school community can access some fantastic webinars and articles in 2021

at no cost. Enjoy this exclusive benefit by redeeming online today.

www.parentingideas.com.au/parent-resources/parent-webinars

*Please note the webinar for Parenting in the Age of Disruption has expired. We do have

a number of other webinars available. If you have difficulty accessing the vouchers,

please contact Erin on erin.jenkins@smnthmelbourne.catholic.edu.au

This weeks’ Michael Grose article is titled

Building Deep Emotional Connections With Kids:

insights-building-deep-emotional-connections-with-kids.pdf
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GENERAL NEWS

SCHOOL BANKING

School banking will begin again in Term 2.
Our banking day will be every Wednesday.
A flyer went home yesterday explaining how
school banking works.
Please hand banking wallets into the Office
every Wednesday morning.

SCHOOL UNIFORM SHOP

Our school uniform shop is available onsite every Tuesday from 3:15-3:45pm.

MOBILE PHONES

Children who bring a mobile phone to school are required to hand it into the office
each morning for safety and security reasons. Please remind your child to follow
this request.
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BIRTHDAYS

Birthday�…. W� ar� wishin� Min�, Al�, Samue�
C, Nythio�, Anderso�, Holl� an� Vihaa� � ver�
specia� da� a� the� celebrat� their birthda� wit�
famil� an� friend�. Enjo� al� th� ��! Happ�
Birthda�!

LUNCHTIME CLUBS

Monday Mindfulness with Rita
Tuesday Japanese with Pippa
Wednesday Art with Luisa and Anne
Thursday Years 3-6 Flemington Road Oval Visit
Friday Running Club with Sarah
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AWARDS

ST MICHAEL’S AWARDS
Congratulations to the following children on receiving an award this week!

PREP C - Elke McConville - “I Am A Learner”
Marcus Akoc - “I Am Respectful”

PREP O - Bila Mateariki - “I Am Responsible”
Ilaria Suryaningrat - “I Am A Learner”

YEAR 1D - Lydia Solomon - “I Am Respectful”
Rory Costello - “I Am Respectful”

YEAR 1S - Adidev Sheth - “I Am Responsible”
Jordan Pettigrew - “I Am Responsible”

YEAR 2AS - Ajdin Cosic - “I Am A Learner”
Lana Dizon - “I Am Respectful”

YEAR 2T - Estelle Rocca-McMahon - “I Am A Learner”
Makuei Matot - “I Am Responsible”

YEAR 3/4F - Claude Barrett Sarpi - “I Am A Learner”
Ezra Gebrehawerya - “I Am Responsible”

YEAR 3/4K - Ishaan Karigiri - “I Am A Learner”
Nina Battistella - “I Am A Learner”

YEAR 3/4M - Gloria Fiorenzo - “I Am Respectful”
Kasanita Tohi - “I Am A Learner”

YEAR 5/6H - Holly Trang - “I Am A Learner”
Huxley Hill - “I Am A Learner”

YEAR 5/6M - Bettle Benyam - “I Am Responsible”
Mubeen Hassen - “I Am Responsible”
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PARENTS & FRIENDS

The Parents & Friends remind you to return your raffle tickets ASAP. The raffle will be drawn
on Wednesday, 31st March.

UPCOMING EVENTS

SUSHI @ SCHOOL

Sushi lunch orders are back!!!

Sushi lunch order day is EVERY Thursday in Term 1.
You can order online at www.sushi.net.au

This year there is a new item on the menu, Inari. There is plain or
Seafood available.

Please note that you will need to create an account on your first order. Also note, there
is a 0.8% handling fee ($0.46) for a twin pack. Once you log on, you will need to find our
school and add your child and choose their class. You will then pick from the list of
sushi or rice paper rolls and add to cart. You can pay either by PayPal or Credit / Debit
card. Please note the cut off for sushi orders is Wednesday morning at 10am for
delivery on Thursday.

Thank you for choosing to support St Michael’s Sushi Lunch Order Days!
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Date Event

Thursday, 25th March Yrs 3/4/5 First Reconciliation Workshop Evening 7:00pm

Friday, 26th March Years 5 & 6 Summer Sports, 9:00-3:30pm

Sunday, 28th March Palm Sunday

Thursday, 1st April Holy Week Prayer Service, 9:15am at St Michael’s Church

Thursday, 1st April End Term 1, 3:30pm

Thursday, 1st April Holy Thursday

Friday, 2nd April Good Friday

Saturday, 3rd April Easter Saturday

Sunday, 4th April Easter Sunday

Monday, 19th April Begin Term 2, 8:50am

Thursday, 22nd April Yrs 3/4/5 Sacrament of First Reconciliation Ceremony

12:30pm

Respect��                       Responsibl� Learner                   Saf�



SCHOOL HOLIDAY PROGRAM

School holiday program available Monday, 5th April to Friday, 16th April. Book online to secure
your child a place or please collect a registration form from the Office.
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EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
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COMMUNITY NEWS
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